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The old adage “no news is good news” does not 
necessarily apply to journal publications. Without 
feedback, positive or negative, we just don’t know how 
well we are doing except for knowing that the 
manuscripts passed muster from diligent and experienced 
STEM educator reviewers (which is good!) and our own 
(perhaps biased) opinions that we presented a worthwhile 
issue for STEM educators to read and on which to reflect. 
Therefore, we were pleased to receive the following email 
letter from Greg Stefanich, Regents Professor Emeritus at 
the University of Northern Iowa (USA), who has had a 
distinguished career in advocating for accessible science 
education for students with disabilities: 
“I just finished reading your newest issue of K-12 STEM 
Education (V4#1, January).  It is outstanding! Every 
piece, including your editorial, is substantive and well 
written.  The editorial work is excellent. It is an issue to 
be proud of.” 
Thank you, Dr. Stefanich for your encouraging remarks! We are always happy to hear from any and 
all readers about reactions to the articles in K-12 STEM Education. Let us hear from you! 
All three of the articles in this issue show results from studies that promote effective interdisciplinary 
or integrated STEM lessons and/or curricula. 
The first article, “Dimensions of effective integrated STEM teaching practice” by Wachira Srikoom, 
Chatree Faikhamta and Deborah L. Hanuscin describes the conducting of a “small-scale case 
study…to better understand salient features of STEM instruction and their variations in Thai 
classrooms.” From the study, the authors identified patterns of four dimensions of STEM teaching 
practices and their impact on the nature of the learning experience. 
In their article, “Frameworks to develop integrated STEM curricula”, William S. Walker III, 
Tamara J. Moore, S. Selcen Guzy and Brandon H. Sorge present two frameworks that describe 
the characteristics of effective integrated STEM lessons and effective engineering education. The 
authors recognized relationships between essential tenets of quality STEM and indicators of quality 
engineering education. Using these relationships, the tenets and indicators were combined into nine 
categories for quality STEM integration curriculum. 
 “Interdisciplinary M-Biotech-STEM module for teaching biotechnology in Malaysia” by Ruhizan 
Mohammad Yasin, Latifah Amin and Lok Kean Hin discusses a STEM module research study for 
teaching biotechnology that has been shown to be effective in improving student knowledge in 
biotechnology. The researchers also conclude that the field study indicates that the module may 
foster interest in learning biotechnology subjects and improve skills such as those used to promote 
digital literacy and invention. 
We hope that you enjoy reading these articles and encourage you to share them with colleagues and 
graduate students. We also encourage you to consider writing an article for K-12 STEM Education.  
Author guidelines may be found at 
http://www.k12stemeducation.in.th/journal/about/submissions#authorGuidelines 
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